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1. I n 1875 which samaj  was f ounded? 

  a. Br ahmo                b. Mat va  

  c. Sat nami                d. Ar ya  

2. __________ wer e known as At i Shudr as.  

  a. Br ahmans                  b. unt ouchables       

 c. Vaishyas              d. t ouchables 

3. The wr it er  of  t he book “St r ipur usht ulna” was  

  a. Pandit a Ramabai        b. Tar abai Shinde    

 c. Laxmi Bai            d. Rashsundar i Debi  

4. I n which year  was t he Child Mar r iage Rest r aint  Act  passed  

  a. 1929                          b. 1949                     

  c. 1939                   d. 1959 

5. ________ wer e an impor t ant  unt ouchables cast e of  Andhr a Pr adesh.  

  a. Madigas                     b. Sadigas                

 c. Aadigas                d. Tadigas 

6. Name t he pr esidency in which unt ouchables wer e not  allowed in gover nment  schools.  

  a. Madr as                      b. Bengal                  

  c. Bombay                d. Chennai  

7. He was bor n in 1827 

 a. Har idas Thakur         b. Rammohan Roy      

  c. Per iyar                  d. J yot ir ao Phule  

8. Br ahmans claim t hat  t hey wer e super ior  because t hey wer e ________.  

  a. Rich                          b. Ar yans                   

  c. educat ed              d. Raj put s 

1. (a) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (d) 8. (b) 

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

Grade VI I I  -  Hist ory 

Lesson 8.   Women,  Cast e and Ref orm 
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1. The Br ahmo Samaj  was f ounded by  

 a. Dayanand Sar aswat i                     b. Raj a Rammohun Roy  

     c. Vivekananda                                 d. I shwar chandr a Vidyasagar   

2.  A window home was est ablished at  Poona by  

      a. Tar abai Shinde                            b. Pandit a Ramabai  

       c. Mumt az Ali                                  d. Rokeya Sakhawat  Hossain  

3. Peasant s and ar t isans wer e r ef er r ed t o as  

      a. Vaishyas                                        b. Shudr as  

      c. Unt ouchables                                d. Kshat r iyas  

4. Per iyar  f ounded  

      a. Self -Respect  Movement                b. Temple Ent r y Movement   

      c. Par amhans Mandali                        d. Dalit  Movement   

5. The Mohammedan Anglo-Or ient al College was opened by  

      a. Khizr  Khan                                   b. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad  

      c. Sayyid Ahmed Khan                    d. Khan Abdul Gaf f ar  Khan  

1. (b) 2. (b) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (c) 

     

 

 

1. Who suppor t ed t he idea of  self -r espect  movement ? 

 a. Mumt az Ali             b. Rammohun Roy  

  c. Per iyar       d. Pandit aRamabai 

2. The idea of  widow r emar r iage was advocat ed by  

           a. Dayanand Sar aswat i                 b. Rammohun Roy  

           c. Per iyar                                      d. Pandit aRamabai 

3. The Sat yashodhakSamaj  associat ion was f ounded by  

  a. Mumt az Ali                              b. Per iyar  

           c. J yot ir ao                                  d. B.R. Ambedkar   

 

 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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4. Widow Remar r iage Act  was passed in t he year  

           a. 1826                     b. 1856                

  c. 1876                 d. 1886 

5. What  is coolie ship? 

          a. Luggage lif t er  at  r ailway plat f or m  

         b. A ship t hat  car r ied many I ndians t o Maur it ius  

          c. Associat ion of  Coolies  

          d. Non of  t he above  

6. E.V. Ramaswamy was known by t he name  

  a. Phule             b. Per iyar            

 c. Vidyasagar                    d. Dayanand Sar aswat i 

7. Dur ing which per iod did Ambedkar  lead t hr ee t emple ent r y movement ? 

  a. Bet ween 1900 t o 1927           b. Bet ween 1927 t o 1935  

         c. Bet ween 1935 t o 1940           d. Bet ween 1940 t o 1945 

8. Pr ar at hanaSamaj  was f ounded by  

  a. H.L.V. Der ozio                        b. Swami Vivekananda  

         c. R.G. Bhandar kar                       d. Raj a Rammohun Roy  

9. Which of  t he r ef or ms movement  was f ounded by H.L.V. Der ozio? 

  a. Young Bengal                          b. Br ahmo Samaj  

        c. Veda Samaj                             d. Aligar h Movement   

10. Who st ar t ed schools f or  Muslim gir ls in Pat na and Calcut t a? 

  a. Mumt az Ali                                 b. Begum RokeyaSakhawat  Hossain  

         c. Sayyid Ahmed Khan                    d. None of  t hese  

11. The f ir st  Ur du novels began t o be wr it t en f r om  

  a. t he lat e sixt eent h cent ur y         b. t he lat e sevent eent h cent ur y  

         c. t he lat e eight eent h cent ur y       d. t he lat e ninet eent h cent ur y  

1. (c) 2. (a) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (b) 6. (b) 7. (b) 8. (c) 9. (a) 10. (b) 11. (d) 
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1. I n her  book St r ipur usht ulna, she wr ot e “I sn’t  a women’s lif e as dear  t o her  as your s is t o you.  

    Her  f ace is not  be seen a widowed woman is a bad woman”. Who wr ot e t hese wor ds? 

 a. Pandit aRamabai                                      b. Tar abai Shinde        

  c. Begum RokeyaShekhawat  Hossain         d. Rashundar i Devi  

2. Ar ya Samaj , an or ganizat ion t o r ef or m Hinduism was f or med in 1875 by: 

  a. Swami Vivekananda                                 b. Sr i Par amhans 

  c. Swami Dayananda Sar aswat i d. Pandit  I shwar  Chandr a Vidyasagar   

3. Sr i Nar ayan Gur u, in pr esent  day’s Ker ala belonged t o a low cast e of : 

  a. Ezhavas                    b. Mahar                

  c. Madigas              d. Agar ias 

4. I n Bombay, Par amhansMandali was f or med in 1840 t o: 

  A. Wor k f or  t he abolit ion of  t he cast e syst em  

  B. Eliminat e unt ouchabilit y  

  C. Quest ion t he inj ust ices of  t he cast e syst em  

  D. Violat e class t aboos on f ood and t ouchabilit y 

  a. A, B, C                   b. B, C, D                   

  c. A, B, C, D                d. A, C, D   

5. The Sat yashodhakSamaj , an associat ion which pr oclaimed and pr opagat ed cast e equalit y was  

    f ounded by: 

  a. Sr i Nar ayan Gur u                    b. J yot ir ao Phule        

  c. Dr . B. R. Ambedkar      d. E. V. Ramaswamy Naicker   

6. Young Bengal Movement  was st ar t ed by: 

  a. Henr y Der ozio                            b. J ames Mill            

  c. Henr y Thomas Colebr ooke d. William J ones  

7. The Mohammedan Anglo Or ient al College was f ounded by: 

  a. Muhammad Ali                            b. Shaukat  Ali             

  c. Sayyid Ahmed Khan   d. Deoband School  

8. Madigas wer e an impor t ant  unt ouchable cast e of  pr esent  day’s: 

  a. Madhya Pr adesh                b. Or issa                  

  c. Bihar              d. Andhr a Pr adesh   

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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9. A r ef or m associat ion known as ‘Br ahmo Samaj ’ was f or med by: 

  a. Raj a Ram Mohan Roy                       b. Pandit  I shwar  Chandr a Vidyasagar      

  c. Keshav Dut t      d. Rabindr anat h Tagor e  

10. The pr act ice of  ‘Sat i’ was banned in: 

  a. 1826                                  b. 1827                      

  c. 1828                   d. 1829  

1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (a) 4. (c) 5. (b) 6. (a) 7. (c) 8. (d) 9. (a) 10. (d) 

      

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Temple Ent r y movement   a. 1864 

2. Sat i was banned  b. 1875 

3. Mohammedan Anglo-or ient al  c. 1829 

4. Veda Samaj   d. 1927 

 

1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a) 

 

       

    

 

Column A Column B 

1. The Pr ar t hana Samaj  a. Madr as 

2. The Veda Samaj  b. Calcut t a 

3. The Singh Subhas c. Bombay 

4. The Br ahma Samaj  d. Bengal 

5. The Br ahman Sabha e. Amr it sar  

     

1. (c) 2. (a) 3. (e) 4. (b) 5. (d) 

      

 

 

I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 

I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 
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Column A Column B 

1. Or t hodox  a. Peasant s, ar t isans like weaver s and pot t er s  

2. Suf f r age  b. An impor t ant  unt ouchable cast e of  Andhr a Pr adesh 

3. Vaishayas c. The women who died on t he f uner al of  her  dead husband  

4. Shudr as  d. Fanat ic, f undament alist s 

5. Sat i  e. Right  t o vot e  

6. Madigas f . Tr ader s and moneylender s  

 

1. (d) 2. (e) 3. (f ) 4. (a) 5. (c) 6. (b) 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Sat i  a. J yot ir ao Phule  

2. Modigas b. Shr i Nar ayan Gur u  

3. Br ahmo Samaj  c. Bur ning of  women at  husband’s f uner al pyr e  

4. St r ipur usht ulna d. Leat her  wor ker s  

5. Low cast e Exhavas e. Raj a Rammohan Roy  

6. Sat ya ShodhakSmaj  f . Cr it ic of  Hindu cult ur e  

7. Per iyar  g. Non-Br ahman movement   

8. The Veda Samaj  h. Est ablished in Madr as, 1864 

9. A gr eat  Scholar  of  Sanskr it   i. Pandit aRamabai 

 

1. (c) 2. (d) 3. (e) 4. (a) 5. (f ) 6. (b) 7. (g) 8. (h) 9. (i) 

 

 

 

1. ___________ and ___________ cont inued t he movement  f or  cast e syst em in t he 20t h  

   cent ur y. 

2. All r eligious aut hor it ies saw social division and inequalit ies as ___________. 

I I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing 

I .  Fill in the blanks 

I V.  Mat ch the f ollowing 
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3. __________ people wer e capt ur ed and br ought  f r om Af r ica t o Amer ica and sold t o whit e  

     plant er s. 

4. The __________ r evolut ion st ar t ed in 1776. 

5. __________ was t he one of  t he main leader s of  t he Br ahmo Samaj . 

6. Henr y Louis VivanDer ozio was a t eacher  at  ___________ College, Calcut t a.  

7. _________ was t he disciple of  Ramakr ishna Par amhansa.  

8. _________ Samaj  was est ablished in 1867. 

9. The f ir st  Singh Sabhas wer e f ounded at  ______ in 1873 and at  __________ in 1879. 

10. _________ college was est ablished in 1892. 

1. Dr . B. R. Ambedkar  and Ramaswami Naicker  2. God-given 

3. Black 4. Amer ican 

5. Keshab Chander  Sen 6. Hindu 

7. Swami Vivekananda 8. Pr ar t hana 

9. Amr it sar , Lahor e 10. Khalsa 

 

      

 

1. _______ wer e an impor t ant  unt ouchable cast e of  pr esent -day Andhr a Pr adesh. 

2. Tar abai Shinde published a book named ________. 

3. Raj a Rammohun Roy was well ver sed in _______, _________ and sever al ot her  I ndian and  

    Eur opean languages. 

4. The Sat nami movement  was f ounded by ______ who belonged t o a low cast e f amily. 

5. The Begums of  _____ played a vit al r ole in pr omot ing educat ion among women. 

1. Madigas  2. St r ipur usht ulna  3. Sanskr it , Per sian  

4. Ghasidas  5. Bhopal   

 

 

 

1. The Child Mar r iage Rest r aint  Act  was passed in ____________. 

2. I n 1873, Phule wr ot e ___________. 

3. I n __________ t he Muslim league demanded ‘I ndependent  St at e’ f or  Muslims. 

4. ________ was obser ved on 26t h J anuar y 1930 all over  t he count r y. 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I I .  Fill in the blanks 
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5. The knowledge of  _______ t ext s help t he r ef or mer s pr omot e new laws. 

6. Ambedkar  was bor n int o a _________ f amily. 

7. Per iyar  was an out spoken cr it ic of  __________. 

1. 1929 2. Gulamgir i 3. 1940 4. I ndependence day 

5. Ancient   6. Mahar   7. Hindu scr ipt ur es  

 

 

 

1. Two hundr ed year s ago, most  ______ had no access t o educat ion. 

2. Women who died on t he f uner al pyr e of  t heir  husbands wer e called ________. 

3. ______________ f ounded t he Br ahmo Samaj  in Calcut t a. 

4. Sat i was banned in ________. 

5. Many Br it ish of f icials had also begun t o ______ I ndian t r adit ions and cust oms. 

6. I shwar chandr a Vidyasagar  suggest ed t hat  ______ could r emar r y, and a law was passed in  

    ________________. 

7. Swami Dayanand Sar aswat i f ounded t he r ef or m associat ion called ________ in ________. 

8. Some Muslin r ef or mer s such as _________ r eint er pr et ed ver ses f r om t he Kor an t o ar gue  

    f or  women’s educat ion. 

9. Begun RokeyaSakhawat  Hossain st ar t ed schools f or  Muslim gir ls in _______ and ________. 

10. The f ir st  ______ novels began t o be wr it t en f r om t he lat e ninet eent h cent ur y. 

11. The Sat nami movement  in cent r al I ndia was f ounded by a leader  named _______. 

12. I n 1873, Phule wr ot e a book named _______. 

13. I n 1927, _________ st ar t ed a t emple ent r y movement . 

14. The Aligar h Muslim Univer sit y was f ounded by ___________ at  Aligar h. 

15. _________ ur ged t he people t o st r ive f or  r acial equalit y in Amer ica. 

1. Women 2. Sat i 

3. Raj a Rammohan Roy 4. 1829 

5. Cr it iase 6. Widows, 1856 

7. Ar ya Samaj , 1875 8. Mumt az Ali 

9. Pat na, Calcut t a 10. Ur du 

11. Ghasidas 12. Gulamgir i 

13. Ambedkar  14. Sayyid Ahmed Khan, 1875 

15. Abr aham Lincoln  

 

   

I V.  Fill in the blanks 
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1. When t he Br it ish capt ur ed Bengal t hey f r amed many new laws t o r egulat e t he r ules r egar ding  

    mar r iage, adopt ion, inher it ance of  pr oper t y, et c. 

2. Social r ef or mer s had t o discar d t he ancient  t ext s in or der  t o ar gue f or  r ef or m in social  

    pr act ices.  

3. Ref or mer s got  f ull suppor t  all sect ions of  t he people of  t he count r y. 

4. Br ahman pr iest s wer e out r aged when Dalit s used wat er  f r om t he t emple t ank.  

5. Shr i Nar yana Gur u pr oclaims t he ideals of  unit y. 

6. The Par amhansMandali wor ked f or  t he abolit ion of  Br it isher s.  

7. Chr ist ian missionar ies set  up schools f or  t r ibal gr oups and lower  cast e childr en.  

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 6. False 7. Tr ue 

 

        

 

1. Pandit aRamabai suppor t ed economic independence of  women, set  up widow homes. 

2. Ref or mer s got  f ull suppor t  f r om all sect ions of  t he people of  t he count r y. 

3. J yot ir ao Phule set  up schools f or  gir ls in Punj ab. 

4. Raj a Rammohun Roy was t he f ounder  of  Br aham Samaj . 

5. People wer e dissat isf ied wit h Br it ish r ule in t he 1870s and 1880s. 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. Tr ue 

 

      

 

1. Raj a Rammohan Ray f ounded t he Sat yashodhakSamaj . 

2. Begum RokeyaSakhawat  Hossain est ablished schools f or  Muslim gir ls in Pat na and Calcut t a. 

3. J yot ir ao Phule wr ot e a book ent it les ‘Gulamgir i’. 

4. B.R. Ambedkar  was bor n in a high class f amily. 

5. The Veda Samaj  was f ounded in Madr as in 1864. 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. Tr ue 

 

  

I .  True or False 

I .  True or False 

I I .  True or False 
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1.  Describe t he Child Marriage Rest raint  Act .   

  Accor ding t o t he Child Mar r iage Rest r aint  Act  passed in 1929, no man below t he age               

of  18 and woman below t he age of  16 could mar r y.  

2.  Why were social ref ormers f elt  import ant?  

  The social r ef or mer s wer e impor t ant  because t hey f elt  t hat  some changes wer e 

necessar y in our  societ y and unj ust  pr act ices needed t o be abolished f r om t he societ y. 

3.  What  is Sat i Pratha?  

  Sat i pr at ha r ef er s t o t he widows who chose deat h by bur ning t hemselves on t he f uner al 

pyr e of  t heir  husbands. Women who died in t his manner  wer e called sat i meaning vir t uous 

women.  

4.  Who was I shwarchandra Vidyasagar? 

  I shwar chandr a Vidyasagar  was a r ef or mer  in Bengal who t ook f or war d t he cause of  

r emar r iage of  widows and educat ions of  women. 

5.  Who was Sawami Dayanand Saraswat i? 

  Swami Dayanand Sar aswat i was t he f ounder  t he Ar ya Samaj . He r aised his voice in 

f avour  of  widow r emar r iage.  

6.  Write about  the Hindu Mahila Vidyalaya  

  Hindu Mahila Vidyalaya was one of  t he f ir st  inst it ut ions t o pr ovide gir ls wit h t he kind of  

lear ning t hat  was usual f or  boys at  t hat  t ime. 

7.  Who was PanditaRamabai? 

  Pandit a Ramabai was a scholar  of  Sanskr it  who f elt  t hat  Hindu r eligion was oppr essive 

t owar ds women. She f ounded t he ‘Shar da Sadan’ a school f or  t he widows in Bombay and a 

shelt er  f or  widows at  Poona.  

8.  Who was Mumt az Ali? 

  Mumt az Ali was a social r ef or mer . Ali r eint er pr et ed ver ses f r om Kor an in f avour  of  

educat ing women. 

9.  Name t he leaders who lent  t heir support  t o demand f or great er equalit y and f reedom  

   f or women.  

  J awahar lal Nehr u and Subhash Chandr a Bose lent  t heir  suppor t  t o demands f or  gr eat er  

equalit y and f r eedom f or  women. 

Very short  answer quest ions 
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10.  Explain t he Aligarh Movement .  

 I n 1875, t he MohanmmedanAnglo-Or ient al College was f ounded by Sayyid Ahmed Khan at  

Aligar h. The Aligar h Movement  had an enor mous impact  in t he ar ea of  educat ional r ef or m. 

11.  Who was Raja Raammohan Roy? 

  Raj a Rammohan Roy was t he I ndian r ef or mer  who f ounded Br ahmo Samaj  in Calcut t a and 

wor ked f or  t he emanicipat ion of  Women. He banned t he pr act ice of  ‘sat i’. 

 

 

 

1.  How did t he knowledge of  ancient  t ext s help t he ref ormers promot e new laws? 

  Whenever  t he r ef or mer s wished t o challenge a pr act ice t hat  seemed har mf ul, t hey t r ied 

t o f ind a ver se or  sent ence in t he ancient  sacr ed t ext s t hat  suppor t ed t heir  point  of  view like 

I shawar chandr a Vidyasagar  used t he ancient  t ext s t o suggest  t hat  widows could r emar r y. 

2.  What  were the dif f erent  reasons people had f or not  sending girls t o school? 

 The reasons were-  

  (i) They f ear ed t hat  schools would t ake gir ls away f r om home. This would pr event  t hem 

f r om doing t heir  household chor es. 

 (ii) Many people f elt  t hat  sending gir ls t hr ough public places in or der  t o r each school 

would have a cor r upt ing inf luence on t hem.  

  (iii) Many people f elt  t hat  gir ls should st ay away f r om public spaces. 

3.  Why were Christ ian missionaries at tacked by many people in the count ry? Would some  

   people have support ed them t oo? I f  so,  f or what  reasons? 

  (i) The Chr ist ian missionar ies wer e at t acked by many people in t he count r y because t hey 

suspect ed t hem involving in f or cef ul conver sion f r om Hinduism t o Chr ist ianit y. 

 (ii) Some people have suppor t ed t hem because t hey set  up schools f or  t r ibal gr oups and 

‘lower -cast e’. 

  (iii) Social r ef or mer s like Raj a Rammohan Roy, suppor t ed t he missionar ies’ ef f or t  t o 

change t he wor ld.  

4.  Why did Phule dedicat e his book Gulamgiri t o the American movement  t o f ree slaves? 

  (i) I n 1873, Phule wr ot e a book named Gulamgir i meaning ‘slaver y’. He dedicat ed t o all 

t hose Amer icans of  t he Amer ican civil war  who f ought  f or  t he abolit ion of  slaver y. 

Short  Answer type quest ions 
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  (ii) He t r ied t o est ablish a link bet ween t he condit ions of  ‘lower ’ cast es in I ndia and black 

slaves in Amer ica. 

5.  What  did Ambedkar want  t o achieve t hrough t he temple ent ry movement ? 

 (i) Ambedkar  st ar t ed a t emple ent r y movement  in 1927. I n which his Mahar  cast e 

f ollower s par t icipat ed.  

 (ii) He led t hr ee such movement s f or  t emple ent r y bet ween 1927 and 1935. 

 (iii) His aim was t o make ever yone see t he power  of  cast e pr ej udice wit hin societ y. 

6.  Why were Jyot irao Phule and Ramaswami Naicker crit ical of  t he nat ional movement ? Did     

   t heir crit icism help the nat ional st ruggle in any way? 

  (i) J yot ir ao Phule and E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker  wer e cr it ical of  t he Nat ional Movement  

because it  was f ound t hat  at  a f east  or ganised by nat ionalist s, seat ing ar r angement s f ollowed 

cast e dist inct ions t hat  is lower  cast es wer e made t o sit  at  a dist ance f r om t he upper  cast es.  

  (ii) I t  r esult ed t hat  t he unt ouchables had t o f ight  f or  t heir  dignit y and Per iyar  f ounded 

t he Self  Respect  Movement . 

7.  Explain t he cast e syst em in our societ y.  

  The people of  societ y wer e divided int o f our  cast es namely-  

  (i) Br ahmans,   (ii) Kshat r iyas,  (iii) Vaishyas and   (iv) Shudr as.  

  Br ahmans and Kshat r iyas wer e upper  cast es, Vaishyas came af t er  t hat  and Shudr as wer e 

consider ed as t he lowest  cast e of  t he societ y. 

8.  Name any one reason of  change in societ y.  

  The one impor t ant  r eason of  change in societ y was t he development  of  new f or ms of  

communicat ions. Books, newspaper s, magazines, leaf let s and pamphlet s wer e pr int ed.  

9.  What  was t he aim of  Brahmo Samaj? 

  Br ahmo Samaj  want ed t he women t o acquir e a r espect able st at us in t he societ y. I t  

condemned Sat i, was against  t he Pur dah Syat em, opposed child mar r iage and polygamy.  

10.  How was t he pract ice of  Sat i banned? 

 Raj a Rammohan Roy began a campaign against  t he pr act ice of  sat i. By t his t ime, many 

Br it isher s had also begun t o cr it icise I ndian t r adit ions and cust oms. They suppor t ed t he 

campaign and in 1829, sat i was banned.  

11.  Explain Widow Remarriage Act .  

  I shwar chandr a Vidyasagar  per suaded t he Br it ish of f icials t o pass laws f or  enf or cing 

r emar r iage of  widows and banning polygamy. The Widow Remar r iage Act  was passed in 1856.   
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12.  Name some women ref ormers.  

  The women ref ormers were  

 Begums of  Bhopal  

 Begum RokeyaSakhawat  Hossain  

 Tar abai Shinde  

 Pandit aRamabai 

13.  Who was Tarabai Shinde?  

  Tar abai Shinde was educat ed at  home at  Poona. She published a book ‘St r ipur usht ulna’ in 

which she cr it icised t he social dif f er ences bet ween men and women.  

14.  Describe Gulamgiri.  

  J yot ir aoPhule wr ot e a book named ‘Gulamgir i’ meaning slaver y. He dedicat ed it  t o all 

t hose Amer icans of  t he Amer ican Civil War  who f ought  f or  t he abolit ion of  slaver y.  

15.  Ment ion the cont ribut ions of  Veda Samaj  

  The Veda Samaj  was est ablished in Madr as in 1864, inspir ed by t he Br ahmo Samaj . I t  

wor ked t o abolish cast e dist inct ions and pr omot e widow r emar r iage and women’s educat ion. 

They condemned t he super st it ions and r it uals of  or t hodox Hinduism. 

 

 

 

1.  What  social ideas did the f ollowing people support ?  

(i) Rammohan Roy  

(ii) Dayanand Sar aswat i 

(iii) Veer asalingamPant ulu 

(iv) J yot ir ao Phule  

(v) Pandit aRamabai 

(vi) Per iyar  

(vii) Mumt az Ali  

(viii) I shwar  Chandr a Vidyasagar   

  (i) Rammohan Roy opposed child mar r iage, polygamy and abolished sat i pr at ha.  

 (ii) Dayanand Sar aswat i suppor t ed widow r emar r iage and educat ion gir ls.  

  (iii) Veer asalingamPant uluf avour ed widow r emar r iage and f or med an associat ion f or  

widow r emar r iage.  
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  (iv) J yot ir ao Phule st r uggled f or  lower -cast e Ant i-br ahminical ideas in his book-Gulamgir i 

and pr opaged cast e-equalit y. 

  (v) Pandit aRamabaif ounded home f or  widows in Poona.  

 (vi) Per iyar f oght  f or  backwar d classes and unt ouchables.  

  (vii) Mumt az Ali suppor t ed women’s educat ion. 

  (viii) I shwar  Chandr a Vidyasagar  f avour ed widow r emar r iage. 

2.  I n Brit ish period,  what  new opportunit ies opened up f or people who came f rom castes  

   t hat  were regarded as ‘low’? 

 I n Br it ish per iod, t he new oppor t unit ies wer e- 

 (i) The poor  began leaving t heir  villages t o look f or  j obs in cit ies.  

  (ii) The expansion of  cit ies cr eat ed new demands of  labour .  

  (iii) Dr ains had t o be dug, r oads laid, buildings const r uct ed and cit ies cleaned. 

 (iv) This r equir ed coolies, digger s, car r ier s, palanquin bear er s, r ickshaw puller s. The ‘poor  

f r om t he villages and small t owns, many of  t hem f r om low cast e moved t o t he cit ies wher e t her e 

was a new demand f or  labour .  

3.  How did Jyot irao,  t he ref ormer,  just if y crit icism of  caste inequalit y in societ y? 

  (i) J yot ir aoGovindr ao Phule who st r uggled f or  t he lower  cast e was bor n in 1827 at  Poona 

in a Mali f amily.  

  (ii) He dedicat ed his lif e t o f ight  against  unt ouchabilit y  and cast eism.   

 (iii) He cr it icised t he super ior it y of  t he Br ahmins and believe t hat  Br ahmins wer e 

act ually f or eigner s, t he Ar yans who est ablished t heir  r ule in I ndia by def eat ing t he nat ive 

people. 

 (iv) He denied t he Br ahmanical claims t o pr oper t y and power .  

  (v) He want ed t he Shudr as and At ishudr as t o unit e t o challenge cast e discr iminat ion.  

4.  Give a brief  descript ion on t he Non- Brahman Movement .  

  (i) I n t he ear ly 20t h cent ur y, t he Non-Br ahman Movement  st ar t ed.  

 (ii) The educat ed, inf luent ial and wear t hynon-br ahman people played a leading r ole in 

opposing t he super ior it y of  t he Br ahmins.  

 (iii) One such per sonalit y was E. V. Ramaswamy Naicker  who was also called Per iyar .  

 (iv) He was bor n in a middle-class f amily in 1879. 
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 (v) He j oined t he Congr ess as a yout h. At  a f east  t he f ound t hat  t he seat ing 

ar r angement  had been laid out  accor ding t o cast es. The lower  cast es wer e made t o sit  at  a 

dist ance f r om t he upper  cast es.  

  (vi) He f elt  disgust ed and lef t  t he Congr ess in 1924. Per iyar  f ounded t he Self  Respect  

Movement  in 1925, t hat  wor ked f or  t he awakening of  t he non-br ahmans. 

  (vii) He r ef er r ed t o Hinduism as f ull of  super st it ions.  

  (viii) He advocat ed mar r iage cer emonies wit hout  t he pr iest  and want ed t emples t o be 

open f or  t he unt ouchables.  

5.  Who was Dr.  B. R.  Ambedkar? What  was his cont ribut ion in t he societ y? 

  (i) Dr . B. R. Ambedkar  was bor n in t he Mahar  cast e t hat  was r egar ded as unt ouchable.   

  (ii) As a child he had f aced t he oppr essions of  t he cast e syst em.  

 (iii) I n school, he was f or ced t o sit  out side t he classr oom on t he gr ound and was not  

allowed t o dr ink wat er  f r om t aps t hat  upper -cast e childr en used.  

  (iv) I n 1927, he st ar t ed a t emple ent r y movement  in which Mahar  cast e f ollower s 

par t icipat ed.  

  (v) He also led t hr ee such movement  f or  t emple ent r y bet ween 1927 and 1935. 

  (vi) His aim was t o make ever yone see t he power  of  cast e pr ej udices wit hin t he societ y. 

6.  Ment ion how women ref ormers helped in changing the condit ions of  other women?  

  (i) I n ear ly 20t h cent ur y, women t ook an act ive par t  in t he r ef or m movement  and 

educat ion of  gir ls.  

 (ii) Some Muslim women, like t he Begums of  Bhopal encour aged educat ion among women.  

  (iii) They f ounded a pr imar y school f or  gir ls at  Aligar h.  

  (iv) Begum RokeyaSakhawat  Hossain st ar t ed schools f or  Muslim gir ls in Pat na and 

Calcut t a. I ndian women began t o t ake admission in univer sit ies by 1880s. most  of  t hem became 

doct or s and t eacher s. 

 (v) Tar abai Shinde got  her  educat ion at  home.  

 (vi) She published a book ‘St r ipur usht ulna’ which cr it icised t he social dif f er ences 

bet ween men and women.  

 (vii) Pandit aRamabai was a scholar  of  Sanskr it  and ear ned f ame as a ‘Rebel Champion of  

Women’s Right s.  

  (viii) She always f elt  t hat  Hindu r eligion was oppr essive t owar ds women. She pr ovided 

‘shelt er  f or  widows in Poona.  


